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Siuléid Teaghlaigh Nollag

Thainig pobal iomlan na scoile le chéile don chéad Gaelscoil Ui Néill
Sitléid Teaghlaigh Nollag. Le breis agus 130 daltai ag .

fail ticéad don ampardn, le cuid mhér baill eile clainne 3K Santa Dash Famlly

i gcomhair le hiar-dhaltai ag obair mar mhaoir, bhi an Walk

scoil féin dubh le daoine go direach roimh an Nollaig. EEESEY[fe = \AAaNBIETel=Tagl oI @240 N KSR M VAN
Bhuail Daidi na Nollag féin isteach le fail amach cad é
a bhi ag dul ar aghaidh. Thiomsaigh muid £4100 ar an
14, mile buiochas do chach.

The whole school community came together for
Christmas for our inaugural Santa Dash Family walk.
With over 130 pupils receiving raffle tickets for the
sweetie hamper, and many immediate and extended [ E R R e T e ey

family members, as well as lots of past pupils acting as z Kl ewean Gl ons attire.
1
stewards, Saturday morning saw the school as a real FAILTE ROIMH GACH DUINE!

hive of activity just before Christmas. Santa himself EVERYONE WELCOME!
popped in to see what was going on and he dished out sW/s" O
all the prizes and a few sweets for the good children. bowatt Ly

Many thanks to all those who organized and supported Sty eponid by
the event, raising £4100 on the day. Go raibh maith |0
agaibh. See middle pages for gallery.




Slan agus Go Raibh Maith Agat a Jim

Ba mhaith linn comhbhrdén 6 chroi a ghabhail le clann Ui Dhénaill ar imeacht Jim ar shli na firinne go
direach roimh an Nollaig.

Doibh siud nach raibh aithne agaibh air, bhunaigh Jim an scoil 25 bliain 6 shin. Is mar gheall
ar a fhis, a fhuinneamh agus a fhlaithidlacht ama a bhi Jim dbalta dushraith chomh daingean sin a
thabhairt don scoil, rud a lig ddinn fas ina scoil bheo bhriomhar atd inti anois. D’oscail sé an scoil i
1995, le 4 daltai, agus lean sé lena thacaiocht agus comhairle ar Bhord na nGobharnéiri go dti ar na
mallaibh. On dearcan beag a fhasann an dair mhér éir chuaigh beagnach 300 daltai tri gheatai na
scoile thar na blianta. Le 175 daltai claraithe faoi lathair, na céadta eile ag freastal ar Scoil 16saef,
Gaelscoil Aodha Rua agus Gaelscoil Eoghain, gach ceann acu siud spreagtha ag Gaelscoil Ui Néill féin,
is i an Ghaeilge ar theanga ar an iliomad pdiste i lar-Uladh an oidhreacht a fhagfaidh Jim ina dhiaidh.

Slan agus go raibh maith agat Jim: athair na scoile, laoch agus Gael.
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We would like to pass on our deepest sympathies to the O’Donnell family on the passing of Jim, just
before Christmas.

For those of you who didn’t know him, Jim was the founder of Gaelscoil Ui Néill, 25 years ago
this year. It was Jim’s vision, energy and dedication that gave the school its solid foundation that has
allowed us to grow and become what we are today. He opened the first Irish-medium school in Tyrone
in 1995, with only four pupils, and he continued to support and advise on the Board of Governors until
recently. From acorns do mighty oaks grow, with almost 300 pupils having passed through the gates
of Gaelscoil Ui Néill over the years. With 175 pupils currently enrolled in the school, hundreds more
attending Scoil I6saef, Gaelscoil Aodha Rua and Gaelscoil Eoghain, each of these schools in turn inspired
by the success of Gaelscoil Ui Néill, Jim’s legacy will be the gift of the Irish language given to the many,
many children who have passed, and who will pass through the Irish-medium sector in mid-Ulster in
years to come.

Slan agus go raibh maith agat Jim: athair na scoile, laoch agus Gael. Go dtuga Dia foscadh na
bhFlaitheas dd anam uasal!




The Breaksit Debate

-Théinig na paisti ar ais ar scoil i Mean
Fomhair agus thosaigh na geardin go
luath, ni faoin obair bhaile ach faoi cé
chombh lan a bhi cldis na scoile. Ag tus
an téarma, d’athraigh muid ar ais go
sos maidine amhdin le chéile ach
tharla gur mhothaigh na paisti go raibh
barraiocht ann. Ghlac Comhairle na
Scoile seilbh ar an cheist agus
d’eagraigh siad reifreann, Reifreann
L Sos-imeachta. Pléadh an cheist,
| cuireadh na vétai agus bhi an toradh
soiléir: 103 vota do shos scartha agus
47 do shos roinnte. Chuaigh muid ar
ais go sos scartha agus chuaigh na
paisti ar ais ag gearan faoi obair bhaile.

The children returned to school
in September and quickly started
complaining, not about
homework, but about the
crowded yard. We had reverted
to one, shared break but there
proved to be too many children
in the yard. The School Council
took matters into their hands
and organized a referendum, a
Breaksit Referendum. Question
Time was held, the votes were
cast and there was a decisive
outcome: 103 votes for a split
break and 47 for a shared break.
We reverted to a split break and
the children reverted to
complaining about homework!




Oiche...

Halloween is

always a highlight
of the school year
as the children (and
parents) pull out all
the stops on the
costumes. With
Spooky Musical
Statues, Spooky
Musical chairs and
" a Spooky Fancy
 Dress Competition, &
_' so much fun s
packed into the
three  hours of
A' school on the last |
day before spooky
mid-term break!




...Shamhna

Bionn an-duil ag na paisti in Oiche Shamhna sa scoil mar go
ndéanann siad (agus a thuismitheoiri) sar-iarracht leis na bréag-
éidi. Le cluichi mar Dhealbha Scafara Ceolmhara,
Cathaoireacha Scafara Ceolmhara agus an Comortas Gléasta, is
iomai spért agus spraoi a bhionn ag na paisti ar an leath lae

roimh an Sos Scafar Leath-théarma.



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjA4Jmi66PeAhVJJMAKHWBFAb8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://worldartsme.com/free-halloween-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw3xmUA5iSyx9dMRweDdn9Fa&ust=1540634063188210

A Day in the Life of Rang 1

Bionn Rang 1 i gconai

® gndthach. Bionn rachairt ar
na brici méra, mar aon leis an
choirnéal topaice, na bréagain
tégala, clar  ban idir-
& ghniomhach, gaineamh,
uisce, ealain srl... ni bhionn
deireadh leis an spraoi.

Rang 1 is a busy place on any
given day in school. The brici
" méra (large bricks) are ever-
popular, as is the topic Corner,
the construction toys,
interactive white board, sand,
water, paint, games,
toys.....the fun doesn’t end!




The Gaelscoil’s Garden in the Shade
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Mile buiochas d’Errol agus Caolan as na boscai gairdin ar chul na hofige a.shocr, ansin bhi sé suas do
Rang 2 an dara cuid a chur i gcrich, an chuid spraoidil; ag baint na bhfiaili agus ag cur siolta. Cuireadh na
cotai, hatai agus miotdga gairdin orthu, chuaigh siad trid an chréafég, ag baint na bhfiaili amach agus ag
spréail na mbléibini a cuireadh anuraidh — tdimid uilig ag duil le dathanna an earraigh.

Thanks to Errol and Caoldn for getting the garden boxes behind the school offices ready, then over to
Rang 2 for the fun part; weeding and planting. Coats, hats and garden gloves on, they sifted through
their garden box, taking out the weeds and spreading out the bulbs that were planted last year. Here’s

looking forward to spring and the beautiful burst of colour from Rang 2’s flowers.




An Bothar Fada Casta




The Long and Winding Road




Day Trippers

Ni obair, obair, obair a bhionn ann i R7 i gcénai, ach in
amanna bionn spraoi, spraoi, spraoi ann fosta. | ndiaidh
Teist olntrala na Scoileanna Gramadai, lig na paisti a®
ngruaig sios ar an Chosta Thuaidh le bollai agus cluichi san |
lonad Jet, [6n agus uachtar reoite in Morelli’s, siuldid ar an
Phrom agus giota beag sugartha sa Phdirc Eagstlachta. Ag
obair go crua agus ag sugradh go crua!

P7 is not all work, work, work, sometimes it’s fun, fun, fun. After the Grammar School
Entrance Test, the children let their hair down on a trip to the North Coast, with bowling
and games in the Jet Centre, lunch and ice-cream in Morelli’s, a walk along the Prom
and a bit of a play in the Diversity Park. Working hard, then hardly working!
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Paperback Writers

Irish children’s author Mdire Zepf visited Rang
6 this term and asked for their input into her
new book, Li Bdn, based on the mythology
around Loch Neagh; a girl who lived on land
during the day and became a mermaid at night.
The children explored this theme in their own
writing with Madire herself in class, and
followed this up with a visit to the Séamus
Heaney Homeplace to present their work: '
between their fingers and their thumbs, their ‘

squat pens rest... i
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Bhuail scribhneoir padisti
Maire Zepf isteach sa scoil
le scribhneoireacht a
dhéanamh le Rang 6 ar Li
Ban, carachtar da leabhar
nua, a rinne cénai ag Loch
nEathach, a bhionn mar
ghnath-chailin sa 13 ach a
athraionn ina maighdean
mara san oiche.
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Lon Dubh ag Canadh i nGaelscoil Ui Néill

Working on the theme of Birds and Flight
this term, Rang 4/5 carried out a survey
in November on the birds that visit the
school ground during the day. Not being
allowed to count Marie’s hens, of course,
the most common bird in the school yard
during the day was the blackbird.
Hopefully they will follow this up with the
NSPCB garden survey in Term 2.

Rinne Rang 4/5 suirbhé ar na héin a
thagann chuig clds na scoile le linn an lae.
Ni raibh cead acu cearca Marie a chuntas,
is € an lon dubh an t-éan is coitianta a
thagann chuig clds na scoile. Coinneoidh
. cuid acu suil amach d’éin ina ngairdini do
shuirbhé mér an NSPCB.

” '"@J&ﬂt}f“‘:ﬁ s
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A Moment of Zen in Rang 3/4

Cé chomh holc ata an aimsir i gCluain Eo.
Ba mhaith le Rang 3/4 fail amach tri
thurgnamh a dhéanambh ar an aimsir i mi
na Samhna. D’fhiosraigh siad arthaigh
dirithe agus roghnaigh siad an ceann is
fearr. D’fhan siad seacht Id agus is é a
chonaic siad nuair a chuaigh siad amach
na gur leag an ghaoth an t-arthach!

How bad is the weather in Clonoe? Rang
3/4 decided to find out by carrying out an
experiment collecting the rainfall over a
week in November. They investigated
various measuring cylinders and finally
selected the most appropriate. The
waited for a week and went out to collect
their container only to find that the wind
had blown it over! Their conclusion: the
weather is not nice in Clonoe in
November!
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The Return of the Hive Hackers

Following on from their work on Level 1 with Conor and Narrel from Price, Waterhouse, Cooper, Rang
6 took part in a pilot for Level 2, building on their knowledge from last year and helping the PWC team
develop the course to roll out in other schools. They worked on such aspects of computing as: coding,
algorithms, debugging, loops, binary, events (your guess is as good as mine) and they presented their
work to a range of other schools in the Hilton Hotel in Belfast. They followed this with a trip to
McDonald’s on the way back and, yes, some of the children can still eat 20 chicken nuggets!

BAML®
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Let Us Go, Let Us Go, Can’t Stay in School Anymore

Bhi na paisti abalta feicedil trid na léideanna agus d’oibrigh gach duine amach cd raibh muid ag dul ar
an turas runda ag deireadh na bliana; chuig Sélann Dhun Geanainn le hamharc ar Reoite 2. Fuair an
scannan orddga suas 6n chuid is mé de na pdisti, le cuid mhor acu a ra go raibh sé nios fearr na an
chéad cheann. Ar ndéigh, beidh orthu amharc air 199 uair eile le bheith cinnte!

Despite a series of cryptic clues, each more fiendish than the last, most of the children were able to work
out the destination of the secret trip on the last full day before Christmas; Dungannon Cinema to watch
Frozen 2. The movie got the thumbs up from the children, many of whom said that it was better than
the first one, but if the original is anything to go by, they will have to watch it another 199 times to be
sure!
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Is bred leis na paisti an Spértaton sa chéad téarma agus
is fearr leo an comdrtas ciceanna éirice ag an deireadh.
Ni comhtharld ar bith é, ach ba i ar gcailin beag 6n
| Bhrasail ceann de na ciceoiri is fearr, ag saru cuid
mhaith de na paisti eile, idir ghasuir agus chailini.
Tugadh boinn amach do na paisti is cothroime agus
duais do na tiomsaitheoiri is fearr. Maith sibh!
Sportathon is another first-term tradition in the
Gaelscoil, like an early sports day in the first term. A
highlight of Sportathon is the penalty kick competition.
It cannot be a coincidence, but one of our top penalty
takers was our girl from Brazil, Kyarah, out-scoring most
Saelc . of the older children, both girls and boys. Medals were
i 7 41101 TR for sportsmanship (sportswomanship) as well
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- oL 1ALeL= M "0 as prizes for our top fundraisers. Maith sibh!
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